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NEW APPROACHES TO NUMERACY

FIGURE 26. Belvedere, by M.C. Escher, provides a visual com-
mentary on the subtleties of representing a three-dimensional scene
on a two-dimensional piece of paper.

Image Reconstruction

If the artist's problem is to represent a three-dimensional shape on a
flat surface, the viewer's problem is to recognize what shape the image
is supposed to represent. A visit to an art gallery is an exercise in image
reconstruction. So is the physician's task of reading an X-ray or a space
scientist's task of interpreting photographs of the surface of Mars.